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About the DAANJ

The Directors of Athletics Association of New Jersey (DAANJ) is the professional organization for New Jersey high
school athletic administrators. The DAANJ works closely with the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic
Association (NJSIAA) to promote interscholastic athletic programs in the state. Currently there are over 300
active high school athletic directors and over 100 retired athletic directors who are registered as members of the
DAANJ.

In the DAANJ constitution listed among the purposes of the non-profit corporation are the following:

To support and improve athletic programs in the schools of the State of New Jersey. To promote a professional
relationship among Principals, Superintendents, Board of Education members and Directors of Athletics. To
improve and promote mutual understanding and the best working relationships among secondary schools in the
State. To promote a program of interscholastic athletics that will be in harmony and contribute to the educational
philosophy of the secondary schools in the State.

The Association was started in 1951 and originally called the New Jersey State Directors of Athletics Association
(NJSDAA). Virgil Sasso, for whom the DAANJ scholarships are now named, was a key figure in creating this
Association. Mr. Sasso was the Athletic Director at Fair Lawn High School and was joined on the first executive
committee by the following original members of the Association in 1951; Austin LaPine (President) from Highland
Park, Charles Gehrhardt of Snyder, Neil Clark - Newton, David Bewick - Bridgeton, John Schellenger -
Manasquan, Paul Eisenberg - Moorestown, John Oakes - Triton and Charles Winters - Livingston.
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